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SusanMaina,Kenya;Convener’sintroductionoftheworkshopseminar:

GreetingsCVPPfamily,whereeveryouare intheglobe.

Whatagoodtimetoconveneand bepartoftoday'ssessiononAfrican

Feminism.

Iinviteallofyou totoday'sSeminarSeries13,aWhatsAppseminarto.be

facilitatedbyLydiaZigomofromZimbabwe.

InKenya,wesay,"karibuni"whichisKiswahiliforwelcome.

Takeaseat,grabacupof"chai"(tea)orcoffee(kahawa)andlet'sdivein.We

lookforwardtoaninteractivesession.

IwelcomeoursisterDianaDembafromChadwhowillmoderateoursession.

Ifyouareinthehousegivemea .

SusanJeptanui,Kenya.

DianaDemba,Chad:Itisgreattobemoderatingsession...lookingforwardto

everyone'sinput.

PrabhaSankaranarayan,India:Thisisindeedwherethe‘magic’happensand

wherethe‘preciousgems’are.Seriouspowerhere.
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Lookingforward...-

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:HiAll,thisisLydiaandhappytobepresentingin

thissession!

DianaDemba,Chad:AllowmetointroduceLydiaonceagain.LydiaZigomois

alawyerfromZimbabweandtheRegionalDirectorwithOxfamfortheHorn,

EastandCentralAfricaregion.

Lydia,wewelcomeyouandlookforwardtoyourpresentation.

Youhavethefloor!

Onemorepoint:Justforhousekeeping,mayIinvitecolleaguesandfriendsto

feelfreetosharetheirquestionsdirectlytomeorontothegroup

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:ThankyouDiana!

HellomynameisLydiaZigomoandIam aZimbabweanHumanRights

Lawyerasyou’vebeenadvised.ButIthinksomeofthethingsIwouldliketo

introducemyselfwithinthissessionwhichisfocussingonAfricanfeminism

isthat,IalsorepresentmuchofwhatAfricanfeminism colleaguesin

academicshavebeentryingtoelaborateandbringtolighttothemainstream

feminismmovementintermsofthefactthatIgrewupinZimbabwe,Southern

Africabutlivedalsofor15yrsplusmylifeasamigrantplusintheUKand

workedthere,broughtupkidsthere.I’mcurrentlylivinginNairobiwhereIwork

withOxfamastheRegionalDirectorforEasternandCentralAfrica.

Africanfeminism hasmanystrandsandIam notgoingtotryandunpack

thosestrandswhichhavebeenwrittenaboutbysomeofourfamouswriters

mainlyfrom WestAfricabutincreasinglyfrom otherpartsofthecontinent.

Whatthatbreadthandscaleofworkshowsusisthatwecannothavea

single/onedimensionalapproachtoAfricanfeminismlestwelosethedepth

andtherichnessofwhatAfricanfeminism bringstothemainstream

movement.IthinktheparticularcontributionofAfricanfeminismistoreally

unpackourlivedrealitiesasAfricanwomenandblackwomen.

Therearemanydimensions.Forinstance,thoseofyouonthecontinentwho

wereborn,bredandlivedallyourliveshere.Thosewhoweremaybebornin

thecontinentbutmovedtootherpartsoftheworldorarefirstgeneration
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diasporababiesbutofAfricandescent.Andthosewholeftthecontinent

throughtheirancestorsmanycenturiesagoandareofblackAfricandescent.

Morerecentlywithallthepoliticalturmoilinpartsofourworld,therearethose

whofindthemselvesasrefugeesorinternallydisplacedpeople.So,history

hasplayedaroleinshapingthatlivedexperienceandrealityofAfrican

feminism respondingtofeelingsofexclusionfrom themainstream white

feministmovement.Andalsotryingtolookatthepositionofwomenandtheir

relationshipintheirsocietiesinpre-colonialism andalsoduringcolonialism

andpostcolonialism,clearly,therewereverypowerfulAfricanwomeninsome

ofourtribalkingdomsandethnicgroupsinthecontinent.

Butthatpositioningofwomenhasnotnecessarilybeentheexperienceof

majorityofwomen.So,theintersectionalissuesandaspectsthatimpactour

livedrealitiesandexperiencesareimportanttobringintothisspaceand

reflectupon.Wearenothomogeneousbecauseofoursocialstatus,

economicstatus,maritalstatus,whetherwehavechildrenornot,ruraland

urbandivide,educationalstatus,oursexualityanddisabilities.

Also,theinterplayofreligionandculturewithouridentity,rolesandhowwe

aresocialisedarefactorstoo.WhatiscommontoallofusAfricanfeministsis

Ithinktheissueofmaleprivilege,dominanceandpoweroftenplayedout

throughpatriarchy.ButforAfricanfeministsandblackfeministsinparticular,

theimpactofcolonialism,racismandslaveryresultinginwhiteprivilegeand

whitepoweranddominationmustalsobeacentralpartofthepicture.

DianaDemba,Chad:Lydiahassharedherintroductionontoday'stopicof

Africanfeminism.Aswedelveintoherintroductiononemaykeepinmindor

thinkaboutthequestions

a)HowdoweunderstandfeminismatlargeandAfricanfeminism?

b)WhatarethepillarsofAfricanfeminism?

c)WhatdefinesAfricanfeminism?

PrabhaSankaranarayan:Veryinformativeopening.

DianaDemba,Chad:Andthequestion,whatarethechallenges?
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LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Nowthewayinwhichmaleprivilegeoperatingas

patriarchyandconnectedwithcolonialismoftenaswhiteprivilegeandpower

workoutinourlivesasAfricanwomenisoftenthroughanumberofsystems

andstructuresinparticularourlawsi.e.customary,civilandcriminallaws.

Theyhaveevolvedovertheagesanddeterminetherightsorlackofrightsof

womenintermsofissuessuchasmarriage,inheritance,custodyand

guardianshipofchildren,rightstopropertyandassetssuchasland.Theyalso

impactongenderrolesthatwomenandgirlsoftenhavetoplayinourfamilies,

societiesandinworkplaces.Thisalsoisoftenlinkedtotheaccesstheyhave

toeducationanddifferentlevelsofeducationoreventypesofeducation.

Oneofthewaysinwhichwomenhavefoundthemselvessubjugatedisinthe

areaofviolenceagainstwomenandgirls.Iamnotnecessarilyconvincedthat

thisonlyoccurredasaresultofcolonialandpostcolonialera.Idowonder

whetherwecansometimeshaveautopianviewofthepositioningandpower

ingeneralwomenheldinoursocietieseveninthepre-colonialera.Thatisnot

tosaythatcertainwomendidnotaspiretoandachievegreatnessinthepre-

colonialeras.Someofthem eveninthecolonialera,ifwelookattherole

someplayedintheindependentstrugglesonourcontinent,therearecertainly

famouswomenwhodidgreatthingsinthestruggleoffreedom.

Butthisviolenceagainstwomenandgirlsseemstobepervasive.Ittakes

differentformssuchasforcedmarriagesandelopements,theissueofdowry

andhow itobjectifiesandcommodifieswomen.Theissueofwhoowns

women’sbodies,theirvirginityandtheirlabour.Thesetypesofissues,weare

stillgrapplingwithtogreatextentinAfricanfeminism.

Butmostrecently,wearegettingchallengedaboutthegenerationaldividein

AfricanfeminismbetweentheoldergenerationsofAfricanfeministswhowere

oftenveryactiveintheliberationstrugglesofourcountriesaswellasvery

politicallyactiveandtheyoungemergingAfricanfeministswhospeakmore

aboutissuesofthebodypolitics,verysavvyinrelationtosocialmediaand

technology. Theiractivism oftentakesadifferentstructureandwayof

workingthanwhatwehavebeenusedtoastheoldergenerations.Sometimes

theclashbetweenthesegenerationsoftencompromisestheabilitytohavea

collectivemovementfightingforrealprogressintherightsofwomenandgirls
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inthiscontinentandbeyond.

Justtofinishsettingthescenetotheintroduction...

ChristineMutimura,Rwanda:KaribuLydia

PrabhaSankaranarayan,India:Theideathatthereisn’tonemonolithicbut

multiplestreams-cananyonesharenamesofthewestAfricanwritersLydia

refersto?

MireilleTushiminina,DRC:WelcomeLydia...!

Salim Omar,Nigeria:Goodafternoontoyouall.Lookingforwardtopositive

engagementthisevening.

PatriciaNyaundi,Kenya(RespondingtoLydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe):Catching

upnow!Greatintroduction.

DianaDemba,Chad:Thanks,somuchLydia!!!Youhavehighlightedsome

pertinentissuesonthesubjectmatterwhichisAfricanfeminism.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:TheAfricanfeministwritersrangefrom Naomi

Nkealah,onWestAfricanFeminism andtheirchallenge,FilomenaChioma

Steady(diasporaSierraLeonian),butalsofrom asfarasEgypt,Sudanto

Zimbabwe,etc.

PrabhaSankaranarayan(RespondingtoLydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe):Thankyou,

muchappreciated!

DianaDemba,Chad:Iwouldliketoinvitecolleaguesandfriendstosharetheir

thoughtsandengagewithLydiaonherpresentation...

Ibelievewecanallbenefitfromthewealthofknowledgeinthisforum.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:InthemainAfricanfeminismassertsitexistedas

longasmainstream whitefeminism,butthatwhitefeminism hasexcluded

andmarginalisedthevoiceofessentialthemajorityofwomenandtheirlives

realitiesandstruggles...

Wasye:
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DianaDemba,Chad:Iwouldliketothrowaquestiononthefloor.Lydiaspoke

aboutthegenerationaldivideofafro-feminism andIwonderedhowdowe

reconcileboth"schools"howcantheoldergenerationworkwiththeyounger

generation?

PatriciaNyaundi,Kenya:ThanksLydia!Verysolidintroductiontothetopic.I

wonderwhetherbyvirtueofourhistoryAfricanfeminismfindsitselfdefined

bywhatyourefertoaswhitefeminism.Itisnotself-definingbutisdefinedby

itsdistinctionfromwesternfeminism.

PrabhaSankaranarayan(RespondingtoLydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe):Thereare

waysIknowithashappenedintheWest-USAandUK.Whatdoesthat

marginalizationlooklikeincountriesontheAfricancontinent?

SelinaKwamini,Kenya(RespondingtoLydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe):Irelateto

this.Withthe'MeTooMovement'.Thewhitevictimsaremorebelievedthan

blacks.Blackswereconsideredtobemoreproblematic.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:InAfricanfeminism theroleofwomenasfor

instancemothersintheconceptofmother-ism andofcoursetherolethey

haveinrelationtochildrenandchildbearingaswellaswiderroleofnurturing

insocietyisemphasized.ButbeyondthatwhatAfricanfeminismbringstothe

tableistounpackthatwomenaswethinkoftheminAfricaplaymanyroles

anditisnotjustaboutemancipationinrightsforinstanceinworkplaces.But

itisaboutunderstandingthewaysinwhichwomenoperatewithinthesociety

andwaysinwhichtheyinteractwithpatriarchy.

Additionally,understandingthewaysinwhichwithinthefeministmovement

theissueofwhiteprivilegeandpowercanresultinunequalsituationas

betweenthewhitefeministsandblackandAfricanfeminists.Thatthereis

anotherlevelofviolencethatAfricanwomenandwomenofcolourencounter

notjustintermsofmaleprivilegeanddominationbutalsothe2ndaspectof

whiteprivilegeanddominationandtheinterplayoftheseintermsof

reinforcingthesubjugatedpositioningofwomeninmanysocietiesincluding

theeconomicandpoliticalspheresofthesocieties.

TheotherthingIthinkAfricanfeminism seekstodoiscorrectcertainview
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pointsaboutwhetherAfricanwomenhaveonlybeenvictimsbutalsoleaders.

Itishighlightinginsomeofourhistory,therolewomenhaveplayedinkey

struggles,differentmomentsintimesprecolonialandcolonialtimeswhich

areoftenerasedfromHistorybooksandneedtoberesurrectedintermsof

understandingthatthereareexampleswecancallonthecontinentandin

Diasporaintermsofwomenwhodidleadandwerepartofkeystrugglesand

wereactuallyeffectiveinthoserolesaswell.

Indeed,Africanfeminismseekstohighlighttheinterplayofmaleprivilegeand

dominationwithwhiteprivilegeanddomination...

DianaDemba,Chad:LydiaIhaveafewquestionsfromthefloorforyou

1.Thewordfeminism isusedalmostasaninsultinsomeplaces.When

someonesays“youfeminist”it’ssometimesusuallyaninsult.Whatisa

feministdefinition?

2.Howdoyourespondtosomeonewhosaysfeministshatemen?

3.IsthereoneAfricanfeminismordosomeAfricancountrieshavetheirown

feminism?

Salim,Nigeria:Feminism asawholeisfacingalotofmisinterpretationand

understandinginourownAfricancontext.Whatdoyouthinkshouldbedone

toenableourcommunitiestounderstand,appreciateratherthanseeitasa

conflictingnormtosomecultures?

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Justturningtotheissueoftheintergenerational

aspectsoffeminismandparticularlyAfricanfeminism,IthinkwhatIseeon

thisissuewhenIhavehelddiscussionsorworkshopswithyoungAfrican

feminists,theyfeelsomewhatmarginalisedbythetraditionalAfricanfeminist

movement.Theyfeelthattheyarenotnecessarilytakenseriousintermsof

theissuestheyfeeltheyareencounteringandhavetolivethroughas

millennials.

Further,waysinwhichAfricanwomenorganizedinearliertimeswhenwe

thinkofBeijingandothertimesareperhapsnotsorelevanttothem.I’veheard

youngAfrican feministschallengemanyofUNstructuresandplatforms
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whichtheolderfeministstooksoseriouslyandfoughthardfore.g.the

CommissionontheStatusofWomen,goingtothosemeetingseveryyearand

marchinNewYorkandeventheworkthathasbeenhappeningonBeijingplus

25andfeelingthatitisinfactstillreinforcedmainstream whitefeminist

thinkingandwaysofoperatingwheninfact,theyweremaintainingthepoint

thatmanyoftheAfricanwomenwhoshouldbeseekingtobeinthosespaces

andtheirvoicestobeheard,cannotbeheard.

Forinstance,theycannotgetthevisastogotoAmericaandwearestillbeing

influencedtothinkthatwemustgototheWestandbebroughtouttobea

tokenisticrepresentationinWesternstyledconferencesratherthanactually

seekingtoholdthesetypesofeventsandmeetingsmoreintheGlobalSouth

countriesinAfrica,AsiaandMiddleEast,and,seektoensurethatthevoicesof

themajorityofwomenareactuallyrepresentedinthoseconferencesrather

thanbeingtheminority.Ifoundthatbeinganinterestingchallengebackto

traditionalwomen’srightsorganisationstoo.

Theyyoungpeoplealsochallengeourwaysinwhichweinteractorfailtoand

befullyrepresentedinsocialmediasayingthatthesearenewplatforms

feministsmaynotbeusingaseffectivelyandprominently.Thus,theylackrole

modelsactivelyengaginginthosespaces.Forexample,youAfricanwomen

journalistswerechallengingallthewomenactiviststosaywhytheyarenot

occupyingthosespaces.“Whydon’tyouquitthen?”“Whyareyounoton

socialmediamore?”So,Ithinkthatthesearevoicesweneedtohear,listen

andrespondto.

PatriciaNyaundi,Kenya:Whyisitthatwhenintheboardroomthereissuch

clarityonwhatfeminismisandwhatitaimstodobutwhenitcomestousing

ittoallowforimprovedstatusofwomeninsocietymetwithsuchhostilityand

attimespeoplehavetotiptoearoundtheseconversations?Isitstrategy,isit

framingorisitchoiceofwords?

MandiedzaParichi(PhD),Zimbabwe:ThankyouLydiaIunderstoodandrelate

toyourintroduction.Mytakeisthatthefeminismsthatareoftenpopularised

throughnarrativesoftenshowtheoriginators,whoarelargelywhitewomen

andthereforeoftenhighlightthestrugglesofwomenfromthatdivide.Mostof
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therealitiesofAfricanblackwomencomplexitiesandstrugglesarenotwell

represented.MyquestionishowcanweasAfricanblackwomenalsosituate

ourselvesinordertohavesomeofourchallengesthatarenotuniversal

addressed?

DianaDemba,Chad:LydiaIwillletyourespondtothesequestionsbefore

directingotherquestionstoyou.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Feminismhascomebackinrecenttimesprobably

linkedtoMeTooandBlackLivesMattermovements.Therewasindeedatime

feminismwasseenasadirtywordbothintheWestandonourcontinent.Part

ofthatIthinkhasbeenthelabellingofwomenwhoaredifferentfrom the

normofwhatisexpectedinsocieties,orwomenandgirlswhoseektofightfor

adifferentreality,beingseenasrebelsandoutsiders...

DianaDemba,Chad:

Pleaseherearethespecificquestionsaskedofyouabove.

1.Feminismasawholeisfacingalotofmisinterpretationandunderstanding

inourownAfricancontext.Whatdoyouthinkshouldbedonetoenableour

communitiestounderstand,appreciateratherthanseeitasaconflictingnorm

tosomecultures?

2.Whyisitthatwhenintheboardroomthereissuchclarityonwhatfeminism

isandwhatitaimstodobutwhenitcomestousingittoallowforimproved

statusofwomeninsocietymetwithsuchhostilityandattimeshavetotiptoe

aroundtheseconversations?Isitstrategy,isitframingorisitchoiceofwords?

3.ThankyouLydiaIunderstoodandrelatetoyourintroduction.Mytakeisthat

thefeminismsthatareoftenpopularisedthroughnarrativesoftenshowthe

originatorswhoarelargelywhitewomenandthereforeoftenhighlightthe

strugglesofwomenfrom thatdivide.MostoftherealitiesofAfricanblack

womencomplexitiesandstrugglesarenotwellrepresented.Myquestionis

howcanweasAfricanblackwomenalsosituateourselvesinordertohave

someofourchallengesthatarenotuniversaladdressed?

Secondwaveofquestionsandcommentsifyouhaven'ttouchedonthatyet
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!OnemorequestionLydiaifyouallowme:

Onthegenerationaldivide.Veryinterestingthattheoldergenerationfocused

onliberationmovementsandtheyoungerinmanyinstances(myfamiliarityis

withLiberia,S.AfricaandKenya)onbody/identityissues.Thereisnotatrans

generationaltransmissionandthatisaloss.Howcanwebridgethesegap

better?

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:So,onsomeofthequestionscomingthroughabout

dominanceofwhitefeminism indefiningandarticulationoffeminism and

howtobringtheAfricanfeminismconceptsmoreintothespace.Ithinkthere

ispracticallyadecolonisationandanti-racismprocessevenonthecontinent

thatweneedtogothrough.

Ithinkoneofthethingswemustacceptisthatmanyofushavebeen

educatedinaparticularmanner.Muchofthateducationhasbeenpretty

muchwesterndominated.Therepresentations,definitions,andthewaysin

whichtheworldhasbeenunderstoodhasbeenthroughthelensesofmiddle-

classwhitepeopleandparticularlymiddle-classwhitemen.Thishasflowed

intothewaywhichoureducationsystemshavebeendesignedinthemain.

Wehavetolookatthatintermsofeventhewayweorganiseparticularlyinthe

civilsociety.

Thesadthingistorealizethatasmanyofushavecomeupandstarted

organisations,joinedexistingorganisationsandinternationalorganisations,

wejoinadominantnarrativethatdefinesorganisationspaceofcivicsocieties

inaparticularway.ItinterestsmebecauseIsitwhereyoucanseethatvery

muchoftheconcepts,principlesandwaysofthinkingarestilldominatedby

theWest.Forinstance,wethinkgoodgovernancemustbedominatedbythe

WestminstermodelandthewayitisdoneintheUK,FranceorAmerica,yet

wehaveplentyofevidencenow that,thattypeofgovernanceisnot

necessarilyanybetterorworsethanours.

Wearetoldthatwhiteisrightinsubliminalmessagesintermsofthewayin

whichwelookathowitisallaboutcapacitybuilding,ourlocalpartners,our

localorganisations and community-based organisations.Meaning that

essentiallywhatwearesayingisthattheydon’thavecapacityandskillsand
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thereforewearebringingitinfromtheWesttotheSouth.Ithinkthesearethe

thingswehavetoworkon.

Wehavetointerrogatethesystemsweinteractwithandbegintounderstand

how whiteprivilegeanddominationandmaleprivilegeanddomination

interactandthenimpactevenhowweinthecontinentanddiasporahavealso

beensometimesandmanytimesco-optedintothemainstreamandtherefore,

havenotbeenchallengingthemainstream system enough.Itisapolitical

struggleandonethatwewillfindthattherewillbepushback.Thereisa

tendencythatwhenyouareseekingtotakepowerfrom thosewhohave

traditionallyheldit,therewillbeabacklash.Itisnoteasy.Itisapainful

process.Itistakenyearsandalongtimebecausethetendencyistogoback

and backslide into defaultposition thatpeople are comfortable in.

Decolonisingandseekingtobeanti-racistisaworkinprogressandit’snot

justachievedovernight.

DianaDemba,Chad:ThanksLydia.

Hereisanotherquestion:InsomequarterswomenofcolourincludingAfrican

womenhavecontestedthenamefeminismandcoinedothernamessuchas

womanistinitsplace.Whatisyourtakeonthis?

Colleagues,pleasenotethatyoumayalsocontributetoresponses.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Alsoremembertheoneswhogettositatthetable

oftendeterminesandshapetheagenda.Whitewomenarenowoccupying

morespacesofpowerandtoagreatextentreinforcemaleandwhiteprivilege

anddomination.

DianaDemba,Chad:15minsremaining!Thankyou,Lydia.

PrabhaSankaranarayan(RespondingtoLydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe):Thisisthe

mosthelpfuldescriptionyetofthegenerationaldivide:brilliant...thankyou

Lydia.

DianaDemba,Chad:Westillhavesometimeformorequestionsand

comments.

SusanMaina,Kenya:Doyouthinktheemergenceofhomosexualityandthe
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challengesinAfricanculturewillaffecttheAfricanFeminismmovement?

DianaDemba,Chad:Herearemorequestionsfromthefloor

1.ManyofourAfricansocietiessocialisegirlstoserve.Youoftenfindeight-

year-oldgirlsservingtheirten-year-oldbrotherswithfood.Willthisever

change?Howcanfeminismhelpthistochange?Ispatriarchytooentrenched

forustoeverseerealchange?

2.Doyouthinkwiththeemergenceofhomosexualityandthechallengesin

AfricanculturewillaffectAfricanFeminismmovement?

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Thereisabookinmycountrycalled‘WeNeedNew

Names’byNoVioletBulawayo.ItcomesbacktomewhenIseequestionslike

theonesinthechataroundcoiningnewnamesanddowealwayshaveto

sticktotheold?MaybeI’m abitofarebelbutIdon’tthinkweshouldbe

limitedbythewaysinwhichnameshaveevolvedandweshouldn’tbescared

tocomeupwithnewones.Ithinktheyaddtothediversityofthoughts.

WeneedtocontinueasAfricanwomentocomeintothefacesofproducing

academicpiecesandalsodevelopingourowntheoriesonvariousaspectsof

thelivedrealitiesofourlivesandhowtoanextentweareclaimingbackour

power.Ithinkthattome,it’sthewayinwhichtheworldisenrichedintermsof

itsthinkinginthisareaofwomen’sstruggleofequalityandalsointermsof

whatwewanttoinfluenceinthemainstreamfeministmovement.

Ontheissueofgenerationaldivide,wemustmakemuchmoreefforttolisten

toeachotheronbothsidesofthedivideandbegintoworkoncommon

agenda.ThereisnodoubtthatinAfrica,wearestillfightingcertainbattleswe

thoughtwe’dwon20yearsagobutwe’restillfindingproblemsrollingbackto

certainrights.So,yes,we’vemorewomeninpoliticalleadership,parliament.

TherearemorewomenleadingNGOsandinallkindsofprofessions.Butwe

findoverall,certainissuesthathaveaffectedwomenandgirlscontinueto

persistandtheyarehighlightedparticularlywhenweuseinequalitylenses.

LookatwhatishappeningwithCOVID-19nowandhowthathasshakengirls’

accesstoeducation.Itisreinforcingandbringingbackthingswethoughtwe

weregettingmileageonsuchasearlymarriages,FemaleGenitalMutilation
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(FGM)andFemaleGenitalCutting(FGC).Therateofhighschooldropoutof

girlswillimpacthowmanygirlswillmakeittotertiarycollegesanduniversity

education.Therefore,itlimitstheireconomicopportunities.Ithashighlighted

againtherural-urbandividei.e.socialstatusdividebetweentheworking

middleclassandthelowerclassintermsofevenaccesstodigital

technologiesthatcanliberatewomenandgirls’mindsintermsofbeingable

toaccessalternativeinformationandalternativewaysoforganising.

Clearly,wehavemuchtodo.We’venotwonthebattleonlandandproperty

rights.Toooftenwearestillseeingissueswheneverthereisanyshockinthe

worldinrelationtoviolenceagainstwomenandgirlsandweareseeingthat

withCovid-19atthemoment.Sothefragilityoftheadvancementofwomen

andgirls’rightsinthecontinentmeansthatitrequiresreallytargetedand

sustainedactionsandthatcanonlybeachievedbybridgingthegenerational

divideandworkingtogether,theyoungandtheoldusingmultiplicityof

strategiesandalsomakingsurethatwearedocumenting,wearewriting,we

aredisseminatingandweareactuallybeginningtooccupythespacesthat

traditionallyhavebeenoccupiedbythemainstreamwhitefeministsinshaping

thenarrativeofwomenandgirlsinthisworld.

DianaDemba,Chad:Howdoweendpracticessuchaswifebeating?Inmany

casesthepolicedon’tevenconsiderwifebeatingacrime.

PrabhaSankaranarayan:Lydia'sresponseandexplanationofthegenerational

divideremindsmeofDeganAli'scommentsaboutdecolonization.WhatIam

thinkingofisthatsomuchoftheearlyworkhasbeendoneinspacescreated

bycolonialistsandintheWest,right?asyousay.Thinkingthenasamediator-

itisreallyfarmoreeffectivetolinkthegenerationsandfindnewspacesand

forums.IntheGlobalSouthasyousay...isn’tittimetonotsimplyshowupat

theoldspacesbuttocreatenewones,thatarepowerfulandresonateforso

manymorewithacompletelydifferentsensibility?Likethisplatform for

instance.

FlorenceMpaayei,Kenya:Canwesaythat,thefactthatothersnameand

conceptualiseourexperiencesdisadvantageus?

DianaDemba,Chad(respondingtoPrahbaSankaranarayan)Verygoodinput!
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LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Ontheissueofhomosexuality,Africancultureand

Africanfeministmovementanditsrelationshiptoadditionalissueslike

lesbianismandtransgender,Ithinkwe’veaverylongwaytogo.Itisemerging,

thereareLGBTQIwomen,writers,activistswhoareseekingtheirvoicestobe

heard.ThemainstreamAfricanfeministmovementstrugglesstilltorelateto

theissueofsexuality.Thisismainlybecausewehavetonavigatemuchof

whatourculturesandourreligiousbeliefssay.

Thoughwearechallengedbythat,Ithinkit’sanopportunityforustopresent

ourownthoughtsandalsowaysinwhichweunderstandhumanrights,the

waysweunderstandwhetherindeedwomen’srightsarehumanrightsandare

rightsforall.Also,whetherthereisroominAfricanfeminismtoalsocelebrate

thedifferenceswhileacknowledgingthatwemaynotalwaysallbelieve

exactlythesamethingbutcanwebeinsolidaritywiththedifferentstruggles

ofdifferentmarginalisedgroupsonthecontinent?

Weshouldunderstandtheissuesofinter-sectionalisminmanywomen’slives.

Forinstance,awomancouldbegay,transgender,motherandatthesame

timeshecouldbeofaparticularethnicgrouplivinginaparticularcontext.

Thentherearethosewithdisabilitiesfrom mentalhealthissuestophysical

disabilities.Alloftheseintersectionsbetweensexgenderandallother

conditionsthataffectwomen’slivesimpacttheirpositioningwithinoursociety

andtheiracceptabilitywithinthosesocieties.Oftentimesthewayinwhich

theyareeithergivenavoiceorparticularlymarginalisedalsoimpactshow

violationshappen.

Violenceagainstwomenformearisesfrom thepointofviewthatofmale

privilegeanddominance;awoman’sbodyisownedbysomebody.Itisnother

bodythatsheownsandhasrightstomakedecisionabout.It’sownedby

somebodyelsewhousuallyisofthemalesex.Thatisabigchallengethatwe

stillhavebecauseofwaysinwhichreligionandculturesareofteninterpreted

andtheneedtoensurewomen’svoicesareheardandweourselvesare

cleareraboutourunderstandingofissuesandhowwearecomingtothetable,

howwearetryingtoensurethereisnodivideandruleamongwomen.

Rememberinourculturesoftenparticularlywherenegativeaspectsofculture,
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womenaresometimesinourcultures,familiesandsocietiesusedtoreinforce

negativeculturalpractices.So,weplayarolealsoinmaintainingmale

privilegeanddominanceandpatriarchyandpatriarchalsystem.Thequestion

therefore,isifwearealsopreparedtodotheworktoliberateourmindssuch

thatthecollectivevoicewillbestrongenoughtostarttochallengethewhole

system insuchawaythatwecanreallybegintomakeinroadsinto

understandingthatwomenandgirls’bodiesarenotownedbymenandare

notattheirdisposaltomakedecisionabout.Thereistheissueofautonomyof

thepersonandhowdowesupportthatstruggle?

DianaDemba,Chad:Iwouldliketoinvitecolleagues’commentsoraddonthat

beforeIaskLydiatoaddsomefinalcommentsincewehave5minsleft

PrabhaSankaranarayan:VeryintriguingquestionFlorence.Amthinkingthatif

wesimplyadoptitanditremainsstaticthenitrisksthat.Butrather-ifwekeep

itdynamicandrelevantbyevolving-andrenaming...mightthatnottaketruer

ownership?

DianaDemba,Chad:Finalquestionfromthefloor:

Mynine-year-oldnieceaskedme,auntie,whatisfeminism?Whatwouldbea

goodresponsetoher?

Lydia,Iinvitetokindlyrespondorcommentontheselasttwoquestionhaswe

reachtotheendofourtimeunfortunately.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Indeedweneedtoleadincreatingourownspaces

andplatformsandthencollectivelypushingforthesetobecomethe

mainstream...Andindeedweneednewnamestobothnametheissueswe

facebutalsoproposethesolutionsthatworkforustothosestruggles...No

onecandothatforus,anditrequiresjoininghandsbotholderandyounger

AfricanfeministsandtheentiretyoftheAfricanwomen'smovement.Wealso

needintheprocesstoidentifypositiveexamplesofachievementsofAfrican

feminismandAfricanwomen'sleadership,andtocelebratethesetoo!

PatriciaNyaundi,Kenya:

FlorenceMpaayei,Kenya:Thanks,Prabha.Exactly,ownershipgiveslegitimacy.
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Toachievethisrequireslisteninginordertocreateunderstandingonboth

sides.

DianaDemba,Chad:Lastcommentsbeforewecloseandhandovertothe

organizersoftoday'ssession?

MandiedzaParichi(PhD),Zimbabwe,respondingto(LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe):

Itotallyrelate.Myotherquestionishowtodealwithwomenenablersof

patriarchy.Thisisrifeinpolitics.I'mtalkingaboutwomenwhowouldrather

supportmaleseventhoughtheyareclearofthedisadvantagesandchallenge

ofpatriarchytothedevelopmentofwomen.

LydiaZigomo,Zimbabwe:Onthelast2questions;indeed,weneedtostartto

ownourexperiencesandourownunderstandingofmultipleidentities.To

understandthewaysinwhichweinteractwithalltheissuesofpatriarchyand

whiteprivilegewithinoursocietiesbothinthecontinentandbeyond.

Rememberthecontinenthasbeenshapedsomuchbythecolonialeraandit

continuestobeshapedbyitwhetherit’sintheimpactofBritain,France,

GermanyandotherpartsofEurope,alsoChinaandtheMiddleEast.

Wearealwaysbeingappropriatedanddominatedinsomeshapeorform.All

thesehaveanimpactontheroleandplaceandpositioningofwomenand

girlsinoursociety.Ithinkwehavetobegintocelebratetheprocessofmore

ofourblackAfricanwomenasacademicsbothonthecontinentandthose

who’vegonetostudyinotherpartsoftheworldandbeinsolidaritywiththem

astheyseektodotheworkofdoingtheacademictheoriesonourbehalf.This

isbecauseweallcan’tbeacademicsortheorists.Atthesametime,Ithinkwe

alsohavearoletoplayingtermsofcontinuingtoexplainthisconceptof

feminism.

Acommonquestionbyyoungerpeople,theolderpeopleandevenmenis

whatfeminismis.Itishardforme.Feminismisthisissueofthefactthatthe

worlddoesn’tjustworkasthewayitdoesbyaccident.Therearespecific

waysinwhichtheworldhasbeenshapedbysystems,customsand

processesandlaws,regulationsaswellasattitudesandbehavioursaboutthe

rolesandpositioningofwomenandgirlsinoursocietiesatlarge.Theyhaveto

dowiththefactthatwearebornwomenandgirlsbutalsohowweare
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socialisedandtaughthowtointeractwithothersinthesocietieswebelong.

Thisoftenmeansthatweareplacedatadisadvantageandoftendon’tgetthe

sameopportunitiesasmenandboys.Thisisnotokayorfine.Thereisaneed

tochangethatbecauseit’sasystemandsystemscanchange.Therefore,our

roleistoensurethattheequalityofmenandwomenasGodcreatedthemis

beginningtobeachievedandrealizedinourlifetime.Andthatgirlscando

anythingthatboyscandoorevenmore.Therefore,theyshouldbeallowedto

pursuewhatevertheyareinterestedinwithoutlimitations.ThatiswhatI

wouldanswerthe9-year-old.

Thankyoueveryoneforwelcomingmeintoyourspace,andengagingsowell.

Thepowerofwomenneverceasestoamaze,upliftandexciteme.Ihopeto

joinmoreofthesegreatsessionsfromnowon!AsanteSana!

DianaDemba,Chad:ThankyousomuchLydia

PrabhaSankaranarayan,India:Youknowtheonethingthatiseasytodo:is

Lydia'slastcommentaboutstoriesofAfricanwomen'sleadership.Letme

shareonesmallexample:INEVERfinishatrainingwithoutusingAlice'stwo

brilliantcasestudiesinNigeria.Andwhen,afterdescribingthecomplex

processoveryears...Iquietlydropthenameofthepeacebuilderandthe

audience'seyeswiden-Ithenwalkawaysmiling!Therearesoooomany

examples.Wecandothis.

DianaDemba,Chad:Weappreciateeachandsingleoneofyourcomments

andquestions.Ithasbeenafruitfuldiscussion!Wehavereachedtheendof

thesession.

SusanJeptanuiMaina,Kenya;Convener’sclosingremarksoftheworkshop

seminar:Wow.Bigtopic,greatfacilitatorandmoderator Thankyouallfor

thewarmthinthehouse.

OurdeepestthankstoourveryablefacilitatorLydiaforbringingoutgreat

insightsandtriggeringourthoughtsonAfricanFeminism.

Ithinkwehardlyscratchedthegroundasfarasthistopicisconcerned.

ThankstoDianaforgreatmoderation.
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Theybothdeserveaheartyclap .Andaclaptoyouallforparticipating.

Clapforourselves .Igiveeachofyouaflower. ...Tillnextsession,

Bye Thankyouallforparticipating.

SelinaKwamini,Kenya(Coordinator)Thankyousomuchteam foravailing

yourself.

Thankyou,Lydia,DianaandSue,forleadingthesession.

Kindlyifyoufeelyouneed/wanttopresent,remembertoinboxmeyourname

andtopicyouwouldwanttotackle.

Wewouldgladlyslotyouin.

Otherwise,let'skeepinteractingandsupportingeachotherinalltheimportant

issuesweareengagedinsuchasthecampaignonGenderBasedViolence

andJosinaMachel,supportingthoseengagingwithMaliasthecountry

navigateschangesaswellasanyotherthatmightcomeup.

Asalways,please,asusual,seeourguidelinesbelow;

CommunityVoicesforPeaceandPluralism(CVPP)-Africa

CommunityVoicesforPeaceandPluralism–Africaisanon-profitnetworkof

peaceworkersthatoffersexpertiseinpreventing,transformingandsolving

violentconflictthroughaPeaceandPluralism approach,contributingtothe

Women,PeaceandSecurityagenda.

Wesetupthisgrouptobringtogetherwomenleadersworkingacrossvarious

thematicsocialjusticeareasparticularlypeacebuilding and women’s

meaningfulparticipationindecisionmakingroles.

Wehaveenablingguidelines,fortheusersofourWhatsAppgroupand

website,notrules;

1. TheCVPPgroupwasformedasaninclusivespaceforwomen

safeguardingdiversespacesfordialoguebyallgenerations,transformingand

resolvingviolentconflicts,contributingtohumandignityandsocialjustice.

Ensureyourpostisrelevantandpurposeful.
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2. AvoidforwardsunlesstheyarerelevanttotheWomen,Peaceand

Securityagenda.Avoidcrosspostingbygoingthroughwhathasbeenshared

toconfirm youarenotrepostingandcross-posting.Linksareencouraged.

Spammingwillpilechats,meaningmostwillthennotfollowthediscussions.

3. Analyseandgiveyourvieworperspectiveonasubjectwithrespect.

4. Weareguidedbyvaluesandprinciplesaswellasourstandingasleaders

insocietyandsexist,ethicist,racist,homophobic,politicalpartyspecificand

otherdemeaningcommentsorattacksarenotallowed.Avoidnarrowgroup

views.StereotypesshallnotbeentertainedonCVPP.Betolerantand

respectful.

5. CVPPisnotaplaceforrumours,innuendo,propaganda,mythsor

conspiracytheories.Membersareaskedtoshareorpresentwhattheyknow

tobethetruth,facts,evidenceordata/informationonasubjectbeing

discussed.

6. Beforepostingorreplying,alwaysaskyourselfthis:Isittrue?Isitkind?Is

itrelevant?Isitnecessary?Isthisagoodtimetopost?Isthisgoingto

encouragediscussionsordegenerateintoanimosity?Freedomofexpression

doesnotrelieveyouofyourobligationtocourtesy,decencyanddecorum.

7. Contributeregularlyandshareinformationonwhatyouaredoingto

promoteourstatedcommonobjectives.Considerthisaconversation.Itisnot

okayforyoutojustreadotherpeople’sinputwithoutcontributing,askingfor

information,orsuggestingimprovements.

8. Donotpersonalizeyourchats.Alwayssticktotheissuebeingdiscussed

orventilatedonwithoutattackingordiscussingthepersonwhooriginatedor

hascommentedonthesubject.

9. Announcementofeventsyourorganizationorothersaredoingis

encouraged.However,youcannotinitiatecausesoractivitiesonCCVP

withoutapprovalfromtheforumadminbeforecirculation.

10.Wemayattimes,afterdiscussionhereontheforum,supportacausewe

seeaskeytoencouragingmembersonCVPPorcommunitiesthatCVPP
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Memberssupportorarepartof.Ifsuchcausesareacceptable,theadmins

shallsetupaseparategrouptoadvancesuchanactivityorcause.

11.Anyinformationthatisproducedhereinafacilitatedmanner,suchasthe

SeminarSeriesisCopyrighttoCVPP.

Toprotectthisasasafespace,nooneisallowedtouploadoruseany

conversationherewithoutobtainingpermission.TheSeminarSeriesonthe

CVPP website https://peaceandpluralism.org/ carries the following

information“CommunityVoicesforPeaceandPluralismassertstherightto

beidentifiedastheauthorofthiswork.Allrightsreserved.Withoutlimitingthe

rightsundercopyrightabove,nopartofthispublicationmaybereproduced,

storedinorintroducedintoaretrievalsystem,ortransmitted,inanyformor

byanymeans(electronic,mechanical,photocopying,recordingorotherwise)

withoutthepriorwrittenpermissionofthecopyrightownerandthewritten

permissionofthepresenter.

ThisSeminarSeriesisavailablethroughtheCommunityVoicesforPeaceand

Pluralismwebsite,https://peaceandpluralism.org/.

12.CVPPexistsbecausemembersmakewhatwedopossiblethroughtheir

voluntarywork.Wewishtothankyoumostsincerelyforbeingmembersof

thisCVPPfamily.

Goodnightallandblessingsgalore.

SelinaKwamini
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BIOGRAPHIES

LYDIAZIGOMO(NYATSANZA)

LydiaisahumanrightslawyerfromZimbabwewithover20years’experienceworkingon

variousaspectsofhumandevelopmentandhumanrightsatanationalandinternational

levelcoveringthebroadareasofwomenandchildren’srights,constitutionalreforms,health

systemsstrengthening,reproductivehealth,HIV/AIDS,accesstosafewater,improved

sanitationandhygieneeducation,foodsecurity,includinginhumanitariansettings.She

currentlyworksastheRegionalDirectorwithOxfamfortheHorn,EastandCentralAfrica

region,covering10countries.Previously,shehasworkedastheregionalheadofEast

AfricawithWaterAid,theAfricaregionalmanagerforInteractWorldwide,andthenational

directorforZimbabweWomenLawyersAssociation.

LydiahasheldvariouspositionsovertheyearsincludingdeputychairoftheZimbabwe

Institute,apolicythinktanktryingtosupportthepeacefulresolutionoftheZimbabwe

situation.ShehasalsopreviouslyheldthepositionofchairoftheZimbabweWomen’s

Coalition,chairoftheZimbabweWomen’sNetworkintheUnitedKingdom,boardmemberof

theLegalResourcesFoundationinZimbabwe,theZimbabweHumanRightsNGOForum,

theNationalAssociationofNGOsinZimbabwe,andwasataskforcememberofthe

NationalConstitutionalAssembly.LydiahasalsobeenacorepartneroftheUSAIDGood

GovernanceandDemocracyProgrammeinZimbabwe,anadvisorygroupmemberofthe

UNDP’sConflictTransformationProgrammeforZimbabwe,andchairoftheNon-State

ActorsForumandtheEU/ZimbabweDecentralisedCooperationProgramme.

LydiaisanEisenhowerFellow (USA)andaformerparticipantoftheBritishCouncil

LeadershipProgrammeinZimbabweandholdsaMastersDegreeinHumanRightsandCivil

LibertiesfromtheUniversityofLeicester,UK,andaBachelorofLawHonoursDegreefrom

theUniversityofZimbabwe.
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DIANADEMBA-MUTONDO

DianaDemba-MutondoisayounganddynamicwomanfromChad.Shewasbornin

Coted’IvoireandraisedinEthiopia,Rwanda,FranceandSouthAfrica.Sheis

currentlyworkinginSouthAfricafortheAfricanPeerReview Mechanism asa

researcherandcountrycoordinator.

WithabackgroundinMarketingandManagement,Dianabeganacareerinthe

privatesectorbeforejoiningthepublicanddevelopmentalsector.Sheispassionate

aboutallthingscommunicationandtechnology.Sheisalsoanadvocateforgender

equalityaswellandinitiativesagainstHumantrafficking.Dianaisamemberofthe

CommunityVoicesforPeacePluralism-AfricaandtheA21organisationwhichworks

towardsabolishingmodern-dayslavery.

Hermottoistoalwaysgo"ForwardandUpward". 
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SusanJeptanuiMaina

Founder:UasinGishuPeaceForum.

Susan,thePeaceBuilder,workswithLocalCommunitiesforpeaceandcohesionin

Kenya’sUasinGishuCounty.

She’s,also,intoHospitality;currentlyworkingatBiblicaGuestHouse,asaManager.

SheholdsaBachelor’sDegreein BusinessManagementfrom Management

UniversityofAfricaandisanalumnusofKenyaUtaliiCollege.Her25years’

experienceinthehospitalityindustry,dealingwithpeoplefromallwalksoflifeand

nationalities,informsherpeople-skillatcommunitylevel.

PeacebuildingisnaturaltoSusan:shehasbeenabletoconnectwithnetworksof

greatpeoplewhohavebecomehermentorsandmotivators;mostofwhomarein

theCVPPforum.

Susan'scraveforPeace-buildingknowledgehasseenhersearchforempowerment

andtraininvariousinstitutionssuchasHekimaUniversity,MBBIandUSIP.

Herpassionsare,singularly,onbuildinglocalpeaceprocessesand,extensively,

worksatachievingthisatthegrassrootlevels.

HermissionwillbefulfiwhenUasinGishuCountynotonlybecomesthemost

peacefulandaccommodatingCountyinKenyabutalsoanexampletobeemulated

bytheother46counties.
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Aunited,peaceful,KenyaishergoalwithAfricabeingtheshowcase.


