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ShamaShah,Kenya:Introduction

Hieveryone!

Awarmandheartywelcometothe11thSeminarSeries.

Afterashortbreak,we’veresumedoursessions.Ourformatforthesecondhalfisa

combinationofthematicandcountryspecificdiscussions.Tobegin,we’llbetalking

abouttheCameroonAnglophoneConflict.Isharedthebiosofthepresenterand

moderatorearlier.OurpresentertodayisBarristerGladysMbuya,BarristerAt-Law

andaHumanRightsadvocate,fromCameroon.

Welcome,BarristerGladys.Itisapleasurehavingyouheretoday.Letusengageher

inalivelydiscussion.Asalways,kindlyrememberourCVPPguidelines-Beforewe

speakorrespond,weaskourselves;isitkind?Isitnecessary?Isittrue?

Withthis,Ihandovertotoday’smoderator,BarristerLillianRuhweza(whoisfrom

Uganda).
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LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:ThetensionbetweentheEnglish-speaking

CamerooniansandthewestcentralAfricannational’sFrenchspeakinggovernment

stretchesasfarbackasthecolonialrulenearly60years.Attheheartofthetension

isthedesiretoform theirownindependentstate.Heretohelpusappreciatethe

situationongroundisBarristerGladys.SheisaBarrister-At-LawandHumanRights

advocate.Barrister,we’rehappytohaveyouhereandeagertohearfromyou.The

floorisyours.

SamiaElHashmi,CVPPChairperson,Sudan:Beforeyouhandedovertothe

moderator...Iwelcomeyouall...Tothisseminar

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:PleasebearwithmedearsistersShamaandmyselfare

sortingoutatechnicalproblem

LilianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:Thankyou,IjoinSamiainwelcomingyouallto

today'sseminar.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Hellohonourablesistersofthisveryimportantforum.Itis

animmensepleasureformetopresenttoyouthisafternoonontheCameroonAnglo

-conflict.ButbeforeIdiveintotheconflictproper,Ideemitnecessarytogiveyoualla

briefhistoryofmycountryleadingtowhatisnow calledAnglo-phonecrisis.

Cameroonhasaheterogeneouspopulationcomprisedofover250ethnicgroups

withdistinctlanguagesandcustoms.TheestimatedtotalpopulationofCameroonis

currently24.7millionpeoplespreadover10regions.Anestimated4to5millionlive

intheSouthWestandNorthWestregions.Theseregionswereformerlyunderthe

Britishcolonialrule.TheremainingmajorityofthepopulationliveintheFranco-

phoneregioni.e.areasformerlyunderFrenchcolonialrule.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:AsGladysissortingoutthetechnicalchallenge

sheisfacing,Iurgeallofustothinkaboutthetopicathandandpreparesome

questionsforourfacilitator.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Intheyear1884whenAfricawasportioned,Cameroon
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wasgiventotheGermanswhichthenincludedNorthernCameroonandSouthern

Cameroon.AftertheFirstWorldWar,Cameroonwastakenfromthemandportioned

betweenFranceandBritain;withBritaintakingthewestofCameroonandFrance

takingtheEastofCameroon.ThesetworegionswereplacedundertheLeagueof

Nations and called ‘Protectorate ofLeague ofNations.Britain foreasier

administration,dividedtheportionhandedtoherintotwoparts,namelyNorthern

CameroonandSouthernCameroon.

Intheyear1945andafterthe2ndworldwarandtheformationofUnitedNations

Organisation,LeagueofNations,protectoratesbecametrustterritoriesundertheUN,

thustheminoritySouthernCameroonsandNorthernCameroonstogetherwereone

TrustterritoryoftheUnitedNationsunderBritainwhiletherestofCameroonwasa

TrustterritoryunderFrance.Onthe1stdayofJanuary1960,thetrustterritoryunder

FrancegainedindependenceandwascalledLarepubliqueduCameroun,while

southernCameroonsandNorthernCameroons,werestillatrustterritoryunder

Britain.A jointAnglo-French administration was putin place.The British

administeredtheNorthernandSouthernCameroonsaspartofNigeria.Theofficial

boundarybetweenAnglophoneandFrancophoneCameroonremainedinplacefor55

yearsuntiltheplebiscitethatcamein1961.WiththedecolonisationprocessinAfrica,

theNorthernpartoftheterritoryoftheBritishcontrolledCameroonbecamepartof

Nigeria.TheSouthernpartbecameLarepubliqueduCameroun.

The United Nations laterdecided to grantindependence to both Southern

CameroonsandNorthernCameroons.Onthe11thFebruary1961,insteadofgranting

thisindependencethesamewaytheydidtoEastCameroonunderFrance,theUnited

Nationsdecidedtoorganise aplebisciteinSouthernCameroonwheretheyasked

thequestion,‘Doyouwishtoachieveindependencebyjoiningtherepublicof

CameroonorbyjoiningtheFederalRepublicofNigeria?’Thisplebiscitedidnot

providetheoptionoftotalandseparateindependenceforeithertheNorthernor

SouthernCameroon.Theremovalofthisoptionfromtheplebisciteremainsaheated

issueofcontentionintheAnglophoneCameroontothisdate.

Theresultof1961plebiscitewasthatSouthernCameroonvotedtoachieve

independencebyjoiningLarepubliqueduCamerounwhiletheNorthernvotedto
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achieveindependencebyjoiningtheFederalRepublicofNigeria.TheUnitedNations

andBritainweretoaccompanySouthernCameroontoworkoutmodalitiesofjoining

LarepubliqueduCamerounwhichwasalreadyanindependentcountrywithits

territorydemarcated.TheBritainabandonedSouthernCameroontothemselves.And

on1stOctober1961,theSouthernCameroonwasgrantedindependence.Meanwhile

LarepubliqueduCameroun’sownIndependenceDaywas1960.

Soherewewerewith2countries,2independencedaysand2territorieswell

demarcated.SouthernCameroonmetwithLarepubliqueduCamerounin1961in

FoumbanandcameupwiththeFederalconstitutionnow calledtheFoumban

constitution.Inthatconstitution,itwasrecognizedthatCameroonwasmadeupof2

countriesthatcametogether.TheSouthernCameroongovernmentandHouseof

Assemblyweremaintained.WhilstthegovernmentofLarepubliqueduCameroun

wasalsomaintained.Therewasevenaclauseofthesaidconstitutionwhichsaidno

amendmentofthesaidconstitutionthataltersthefederalnatureofthenewcountry

wastobepermitted.

AnewcountrymadeupofEastandWestCameroonwasbornandcalledFederal

RepublicofCameroonwithapresidentandavicepresident.Abilingualcountrywith

FrenchandEnglishasofficiallanguages.LarepubliqueduCamerounwasnowcalled

EastCameroon.ThesouthernCameroonwasnow calledWestCameroon.Two

federalstates.However,theinstitutionalautonomyoftheAnglophoneregionswas

onlymaintainedforapproximately10yearsafterwhichitwasgraduallyeroded

throughaseriesofactionledbytheformerpresidentAhmadouAhidjoofblessed

memory.PresidentAhmadouAhidjoreturnedfromatriphemadetoFranceandon

6thMay1972heannouncedinthefederalhouseofassemblythatitwasexpensiveto

run2federativestatesandthathehaddecidedtogotothepeopletoseektheir

permissiontochangetheformofthestate.WhilstCameroonparliamentarianstried

toprotestbuttryastheymay,theyweresuppressed.Andon20th May1972,

PresidentAhmadouAhidjoorganisedareferendum andtheresultsshowthatthe

peoplevotedforaUnitedRepublicofCameroon.Theabolitionoffederalismwasmet

withprotest,butprotestorswerearrestedandimprisoned.

From there,institutionsfrom SouthernCameroonwerebeingabolished.Andto
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compoundissuesinFebruary1984,thenameofthecountrywaschangedonce

morefromUnitedRepublicofCameroontoLarepubliqueduCamerounandoneof

thestarsontheflagremovedleavingonestar.FrenchCameroonbythisaction

simplywentbacktotheirnameatindependence.Someactivistsviewedthisasan

actofcessationonthepartofLaRepubliqueduCamerounfrom theunion.They

thereforecoinedanewnameforSouthernCamerooncalledtheAmbazoniarepublic.

TamadorAKhalid,Sudan:Greetingstoall

WhatwasthemainreasonforSouthCameroontojointheFrenchRepublicrather

thanfighttoremainindependent.UnderstandingthatitwasformerlyAnglophone?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Sincethentherehasonlybeencosmeticpeacein

Cameroon.Icanassureyoumysisters.AsallSouthernCamerooniansperceivedall

thesechangesasawaytoannihilateSouthernCameroonsorassimilatethem.The

presentconflictthatwearetalkingaboutnow,whichbeganintheyear2016was

onlyaculminationoftheburningangerthathasbeenbuildingintheheartsof

SouthernCamerooniansovertheyears.SeveralAnglophonemovementshavebeen

developedoverthesubsequentdecadescallingfortheAnglophoneproblem tobe

addressed.ThisincludestheSouthernCameroonNationalCouncil,theFreeWest

Cameroonmovement,TheSouthernCameroonRestorationMovement,Cameroon

AnglophonemovementandnowtheAmbazoniamovement.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:ThankyouforyourquestionGladyswill

respondtoyourquestionshortly.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:nowtalkingaboutthepresentconflictcalledCameroon

Anglophoneconflict.Iwouldlovetoinformthishousethatsocio-politicalissuesin

North-westandSouth-westofCameroonhavebeenamatterofcontention

throughoutthepostcolonialperiod.Itonlyintensifiedintheyear2016whenlawyers

andteachersprotestedagainstmarginalisationanditlatershiftedtoanarmed

conflictwithseparatistfightersseekingindependenceforthecountry’sminority

regions.

Salim MusaOmar,Nigeria:Thankyouverymuchforyourbriefhistoryofthe
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Cameroon.Itisclearthatsomeofthechallengesfacednowarestructuralasaresult

ofsomehistoricalantecedents.Bethatasitmay,theprobleminthenorthernpart

seemstobeofgreaterchallengeandisathreattothecorporateexistenceofthe

country.Whatarethecoreissuesthatarepropellingtheagitationforcessationofthe

northernpartofcountry?AmbazoniaifI'mright?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Weallknowthattalkingaboutthispresentconflict,itis

writteneverywherethattheconflictbegunwhenteachersandlawyerswentonstrike.

Andhowdidlawyerscomeintothepicture?Iwillexplaintothishouse.Mydear

sistersCamerooncontemporarylegallandscapehasbeeninfluencedbycolonialism

foraverylongtime.Wehaveabi-juralsystem withtheEnglishcommonlaw

procedurewhichisaccusatorialoperatinginthetwoAnglophoneregionsofthe

NorthWestandtheSouthwestandtheFrenchcivillaw procedure,whichis

inquisitorial,operatinginthe8Francophoneregions.Thepluralityoftheserulesin

thelegalsystemhavealwaysposedtheoreticalandpracticalproblemslikedifficulty

inunifyingthelegalprocess.

Thebi-juralnatureofthecountryalsobroughtaboutconflictoflaws.The

governmentofthecountryinabidtoharmonisecriminallawsandsomeotherlaws

inthecountrydecidedtoputasidemostofthecommonlawtenetsthatwehad.

BeforethencriminalmattersweredoneintheNorthWestandSouth-Westusingthe

penalcodeandtheevidenceordinance.Meanwhileinthe8otherregionsonlythe

penalcodewasused.Interpretationoftheharmonisedlawswithinthesouthwest

regionwasnolongercommonlaw inspired.Practicedirectivesweregivento

magistratestodismisstheapplicationsbroughtbycouncilorlitigantsbywayof

motiononthegroundsthatmotionswerenolongerpartofourlawsasfaras

Camerooncriminalprocedurecourtwasconcerned.Lawyerspractisinginthesetwo

regionsexpressedtheirdiscontentandtriedhardtomakethepointthatmotions

meantthesamethingasapplication,butnoonelistenedtothem.

DearsistersitisworthyofnotethatalthoughBritishSouthernCameroonwasunified

withformerFrenchCameroonfollowingtheplebiscite,AnglophoneCameroonians

retainedaform ofinstitutionautonomythroughafederalsystem ofgovernance

whichinvolvedadegreeoftheruleoflawandmaintenanceofeducationaland

judicialsystemsestablishedunderBritishrule.Judicialprocessesandproceedingsin
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thecommonlawjurisdictionsareconductedintheEnglishlanguage.Butchanging

from theFederalrepublicofCameroontoLarepubliqueduCameroun.The

governmentnowembarkedonamassivetransferofcivillawtrainedmagistratesto

commonlawjurisdiction.Andsomeofthesemagistrateswentasfarasreading

judgements in French.Lawyers again protested againstthis.They issued

memorandawhichweredistributedtotheauthoritiesthatbe,buttheproblemwas

stillnotsolved.

Nowastotheteachers,theteachersinCameroonlikethelawyerskeptexpressing

longstandinggrievancesagainstthepresenceofFrancophoneteacherswhocould

barelyspeakorteachEnglishinuniversities,primaryandsecondaryschoolsinthe

Anglophoneregions.Teachersconsideredthisasanactofun-teachingtheirchildren,

themerefactthatsomebodywhocouldbarelyreadorwriteorspeakEnglishis

broughttoteachinanEnglishschoolnotasifhewascominghewascomingto

teachFrenchwasactuallyanactofun-teachingourchildren.

Thisrecentconflictbegunwithstrikesfrom Anglophonelawyersandteachersin

protests to perceived governmentto marginalise traditionalpractices within

Anglophonecourtsandschools.Inresponsetotheunrestthegovernmentused

forcewhichledtoescalationoftensionanddemands.Since2016protests,the

conflicthasbecomeincreasinglyviolent.InOctober2016,Anglophonelawyersand

teacherswentonstrike.Theydemandedreturnofthefederalsystemofgovernment.

Ratherthanengagingindialoguewiththeprotestors,theCameroongovernment

respondedwithacrackdowndissent.Thisledtoescalationoftensionwhichresulted

inseveraldeathsanddestructionofpropertybelongingtobothgovernmentand

civilians.

ThegovernmentthenarrestedsomemoderatevoicesintheAnglophonemovement.

Thisradicalisedtheremainingleadersandtheyshiftedtheirgoalsfrom there-

instatementoffederalism tofullcessationfrom Cameroonandcreationofan

independentAnglophonestate.ByOctober2017anumberofcessationgroups

formallydeclaredtheAnglophoneregionsindependentofCameroonandrenamed

theregion Ambazonia.Sincethisdeclaration,non statearmed groupsand

governmentforceshaveviolentlyclashedacrosstheAnglophoneterritories.During
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thisconflictalsothenonstatearmedgroupshavewagedaviolentcampaignagainst

education.Theyhavedeclaredschoolboycottsandaskednobodyshouldsend

childrentoschool.Inabidtoenforcetheschoolboycottsinthe2Anglophone

regions,theseparatistshavekilled,kidnappedandmaimedstudents,parentsand

educationofficialsfornotcomplyingwiththeirdemandtokeepschoolsshutdown.

Thesecuritysituationcontinuestobeofseriousconcernwithciviliancasualties,

destructionofproperty,abductions,sexualviolence,torture,burningdownhouses

andproperty.

Manyschoolsandmedicalfacilitieshavebeendestroyed.Forthepast3years,

childreninsomeareasarenotgoingtoschool.Militarypeoplehavebeenkilledand

themilitaryusuallyrevengebyburningdownhousesandwholevillages.Sincethe

armedconflictbegun,kidnappingisviewedbythenon-statearmedgroupasa

meanstointimidatethelocalcommunitiestokeepschoolsclosedthusforce

cessationboycottoneducation.Manygovernmentworkershavehadtopayvery

heavypriceforgoingtoworkwheneverthenonstatearmedgroupscallonaboycott.

Employeesofafamousrubberplantationhavebeentortured.Theirtoesandfingers

havebeencutoffaspunishmentforworkingintheplantationdespitecallsbythe

nonstatearmedgroupsthatnobodyshouldgotoworkonthoseplantations.

Humanitarianworkershavealsobeenkilled.

SamiaElHashmi,Sudan:Isthereanyinitiative(s)fromcivilsocietytoaddressthis

conflict?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Duringthisconflict,wehaveexperiencedthefactthat

therearesomekeyeventsthatnormallyheightenthetension.Thetensioninthese2

regionsandthetensioninthisconflictaredeeplyhistoricalandhavebeenwrongfully

addressedtodateandarelikelytoundermineanyprospectsofasustainable

solution.Tensionsgenerallygrowaroundkeyeventsrelevanttotheconflict.For

example,every22thFebruarywhichisparticularlysignificantasitisannuallymarked

nationalyouthdayanditalsodoublesastheanniversaryoftheplebiscitewhichjoint

SouthernCameroonsandLaRepubliqueduCamerounin1961.Onthisparticularday,

eachtimeit’scomingup,thenonstatearmedgroupimposeseriouslockdownson

thisday.Theydonotwantthisdaytoremindthem,becausetothem,thatplebiscite
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wasneveracceptedbythemandwasnevercalledfor.Wealsohavecelebrationof

Nationaldaywhichcomesupevery20thMay.You’llrecallthisunitycamethrougha

referendumandthequestionthesenonstatearmedgroupsalwaysaskis,“wedonot

knowthesignificanceof20thMay.Whyisitcalledanationalday?”Thisdayishighly

provocativetothemandtheyareveryaggressivewheneverthenationaldaycomes

up.Thisisbecausetothem,thesouthernCameroon’snationaldayshouldbein

January1961andnot20thMay.So,theydonotwantanythingtodowiththe

celebrationof20thMay.Theyalwayscommemorate1stOctoberasthedaythey

declaredindependenceofAmbazonia.So,toAmbazonians,1stOctoberistheir

IndependenceDay.

Also,whenthisconflict/crisisbegun,theRepublicofCameroon,thegovernment

actuallyarrestedsomeoftheleadersofAmbazoniapeopleandjailedthem.They

arrestedthemallthewayfromNigeriaandbroughtthembacktoCameroon,tried

andjailedthemandweretried.So,eachtimethiswasanotherkeyeventthatalways

heightenedtension.

Thereisequallyhightensionaheadofeveryelectionbeitthepresidential,

parliamentaryormunicipal.Thosedaysarealwayslock-downdaysimposedbythe

nonstatearmedgroups.

EachtimetheAmbazonianleadersweregoingtocourt,thenon-statearmedgroups

willimposealock-down.Eachtimethereareelections,they’llimposealockdown

becausetheysayLaRepubliqueduCamerounhasnorighttocomeandorganise

electionsintheirterritory.So,therewillbedeadghosttownsandyou’llseenofly

movingoutside.Equallywhenthereisavisitofgovernmentofficialtobothregions,

northwestandsouthwest,increasedtensionsandconfrontationswillbeobserved.

Forinstance,recently,agovernmentministerwastryingtogoaroundthe2regions

tosensitizecommunitiesonpresidentialplanforreconstructionanddevelopment.

Thenonstatearmedgroupsdeclaredseriouslockdownsinbothregionsandsaidhe

wasn’twelcomed......thatthewarwasn’tover,andyoucannotstarttalkingabout

reconstructionwhenthewarisn’tover,andpeoplehaven’tdialogued.

ThisCameroonAnglophoneconflicthascomewithenormousconsequences.

Hundredsofthousandsofpeoplehavefledthecountrywithothersinternally

displaced.Amajorityofthedisplacedarewomenandchildren.Accordingtoareport
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bytheUnitedNationsbodyontheground,437,000peoplehavefledtheirhomesand

32,000havebeenforcedtoseekrefugeintheneighbouringNigeria.Mostofthis

peoplebarelyhaveenoughtoeatnottotalkofdescentplacetoliveoraccessto

propersanitationservices.Thisconflictisongoing,andthehumanitariansituationof

theaffectedpopulationisdeterioratingashumanitarianworkersareoftenattacked.

AUNbodyofferinghumanitarianassistanceisthreateningtoleaveCameroonif

attackscontinue.Armedseparatistshavealsokilledhundredsofmembersof

securityforcesamidstgrowingcallsforthiscessationoftheAnglophoneregions.

Governmentforceshavealsocommittedserioushumanrightsviolationsincluding

unlawfulkillings,destructionofpropertyetc.

Vulnerabilityhasbeenfurthercompoundedbylimitedaccesstoeducationfor

childrenduetobansandattacksonschoolsbythearmedgroups.Lateststatistics

sharedbyeducationauthoritiesforthenorthwestandsouthwestregionsshowthat

asat31stJanuary2020,19%onlyofpublicprimaryschoolsand17% onlyof

secondaryschoolsinthetworegionsareoperational.Ofthe2regions,thesituation

inthenorthwestisconsiderablyworsewith91%oftheprimaryschoolsreportedly

nonoperationalandonly16%ofexpectedteachersatwork.Over5,000childrenhave

beenregisteredasseparatedorunaccompaniedsince2018.Despiteanincreasein

schoolattendanceinthenorthwestandsouthwestinthelastquarterof2020,mostly

inurbanareasover70%childrenremainoutofschool.Thisislargelyattributedto

parents’fearfortheirsafetyandasthe3yearscrisisshowsnosignofresolution.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:ArethereCSOsthataredocumentingthe

conflictasitisgoingonforproperaccountabilityandredressforallthevictims?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Iknowanobviousquestionwillbe:Havetherebeenany

attemptstoendthisconflict?Iwillsayyes,andIwillsayno.Yes,becausetherehave

beensomeattempts,buttheyhavebeenverylittle.Verylittlepoliticalprogresshas

beenmadetoresolvetheconflict.Someprominentclergymenandcivilsociety

actorsplannedtoorganiseanAnglophonegeneralconferencesettodiscussthe

crisisandseekforwaystobringbackpeacebuthavenotbeenabletodosobecause

ofthethreatsintheirlives.ThegovernmentonitsownpartorganisedaGrand

Nationaldialogueinabidtobringbackpeacebutitwasnotallinclusiveandwas
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ineffectiveasitdidnotcausethewarringpartiestolaydowntheirarmsastheyare

stillfightingaswespeak.

Womenontheirparthavetriedtogroupthemselvesandclamourfortheirvoicesto

beheardandtoseehowtheycanputtheirowncontributiononthetabletobring

backpeace,butnooneseemstolistentothem.Youhavethelikesofgroupssuchas

SNOWT-Southwest-Northwest Women Taskforce and CAWOPEM-Cameroon

Women’sPeaceMovementwhichhavebeencreatedallinabidtoseehowwomen

cancontributetobringpeace.Butwearestillstruggling,andthewomensaytheywill

notgiveup.

TherewerecallsforaceasefireevenbytheUNasCOVID-19pandemicwasdeclared

butnooneispayinghidtothesecalls.Even1oftheseperatistsgroupstriedtocall

forceasefirebutnooneispayinghid.So,theCameroonAnglophoneconflictisstill

verymuchon.Therearestillkidnappings,fightingbetweenthenonstateandthe

statearmedgroupsandciviliansarebeingcaughtinthecrossfire.Theconflicthas

significantlyweakenedtheeducationalsystem inremoteareaswherestructural

challengeswerealreadypresentandthereisnoendinsighttothisconflict.

Salim Musa,Nigeria:Doestheconflicthaveanyethnicorreligiousconnotations?

ThisisbecauseofsomedisturbingnarrativesaboutattacksonsomePeul/Fulani

CommunitiesinAmbazonia.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:ReportsshowthatasatFebruary2020,90%0fpublic

primaryschools,77%ofsecondaryschoolsremainedclosedornonoperationalin

thesouthwestandnorthwestregions.Fearofviolencehaskeptparentsfrom

sendingtheirchildrentoschoolandstaffandteachersfrom reportingtowork.

Amongstthesechildrenalmost150,000havebeendisplacedfrom theirhomes

whichincreasestheirvulnerability.

SamiaElHashmi,Sudan:Theissueofinclusivityisalwaysathreatandchallengeto

theeffortsofpeacetalks.HowdoyouseeCameroonpeoplehaveinclusiveprocess?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Mydearsisters,thefutureofthechildreninNorthwest
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andSouthwestregionsofCameroonisatrisk.Weruntheriskofhavingalost

generationofyoungpeopleifactionisnottakenandtakennow.Statisticsactually

indicatemorethan855,000remainoutofschool.Parentsandchildrenneedpeace

sothatchildrencanresumetheireducationandreclaimtheirfuture.Justthemere

factthatmanychildrenareoutofschool,theyfacetheriskofrecruitmentbyarmed

groups.Duringthisconflictchildrenhavenowbecomevictimsofchildmarriages,

earlypregnanciesandotherformsofexploitationandabuse.

FlorenceMpaayei,Kenya:Thankyouforaveryinformativeanalysisoftheconflict.

AretherevoicesofreasonfromtheFrancophonesidesuchasCSOs/clergy/women

groupsthatcanjoinforceswitheffortsofthoseintheAnglophoneside?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Oneobviousquestioniswhythereistherelittleprogress

towardsendingthiscrisis?Therearemanyreasonswhythiscrisisisstillravaging

these2regions.Firstofall,thereisnorespectforhumanrights.There’sdenialof

humanrights.Throughoutthisconflict,representativesfrom bothgovernmentand

separatists’forceshaveconsistentlydeniedallegationsthathumanviolationshave

beencommittedbytheirsupporters.Neithersidehasacceptedresponsibilityforthe

manyabuses,violence,tortureandmurderthathavearisenfromtheconflict.This

makesitverydifficulttoknowwheretostart.Eventhecalltodialoguewasnot

inclusive.DespitehopesbysomeofusmoderateAnglophoneactiviststhatthetalks

wouldhaveledtotheendofthisconflict,severalmajorcessationleadersrefuseto

participateastheythoughtthatitwasnotfairlyorganised.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:Hastherebeeninstancesofsexualviolencein

theconflict?

EstherOmam,Cameroon:WellsaidBarrGla.Thatisasadreality.Sorrybusywitha

weddingbutyouareonpoint.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon:Theseparatists’leadersinthisconflictstillre-confirm

theirpositionthatonlycompletecessationwillendthisconflictandthegovernment

ofCameroonisnotwillingtotalkaboutcessation.So,itmakesitveryvolatile.The

peculiarityoftheAnglophoneCamerooncrisisisthatnotallthewomeninCameroon
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feelconcernedabouttheconflict.Sinceittouchesonlyon2regions,themajorityof

thewomenintheother8regionsareindifferent.Again,eventhewomenofthe2

regionswhoaredirectlyconcernedandaredirectlyinvolved,theyareyettolearn

howtospeaklikeonepersonsoastomakethepeacemovementforward.

Therearealsorepeateddenialsofresponsibilitiesandaccusationsoffalsereporting

bysomeoftheseactors.Suchblanketrefusaltoacknowledgeresponsibilitiesfor

crimesbeingcommittedmakesprogressingforwardextremelydifficult.Thisis

reflectedindifficultiesthathaveariseninattempteddialoguetodate.Inall,the

conflictishighlycomplexandtherearemanydiversegroupsthatmayneedtobe

representedtodiscussifpeaceistobefeasiblyrestoredintheregions.Theother

reasonwhichmakesitverydifficultisthefactthatthesediversegroupsarenot

unified.Theyopposeeachotherandsoitwillbeaverydifficulttaskunitingthem

beforetheycancometoadialoguetable.

Partiestotheseconflictshavefailedtoheedtorepeatedglobalcallsforceasefire

evenasaresultofCOVID-19asIsaid.Civilianscontinuetobecaughtincrossfire

whilesomeexecutionofciviliansbyboththemilitaryandnonstatearmedgroupsis

ontherise.Temporarydisplacementcontinuestoberecordedasciviliansfleefor

safety.Over15,780individualsfrom2,625householdswerereportedlydisplacedin

theNorthwestandSouthwestregionsduetotheongoingviolenceinthemonthof

June.So,youcanbegintoimagine.HumanRightsWatchestimatesthatatleast285

civilianshavebeenkilledinabout190incidentssinceJanuary2020.InMarch2020,

oneoftheseparatist’sgroupseventriedtocallforaceasefire,butnobodylistenedto

them.Theyweregivenallsortsofnames,makingitdifficult.Thefightcontinuesto

intensifywiththemountingnumberofcasualtiesandinternallydisplacedpersons

fleeingfromviolence.

Mybelovedsistersweallinthisforumareloversofpeaceifnotwewouldnotbein

thisforum,butImustconfessthatCameroonanditswomenaresuffering.Weare

goingthroughalot.Beingnovices,becauseeveryoneofyouwouldknowthatbefore

now,Cameroonhadapparentlypassedoffasapeacefulcountrywithoutpeople

knowingthatitwascosmeticpeace.So,wehadneverhadanexperienceofwarand

thatiswhywearestillgrappling.Thatiswhyeventhewomendonotknowhowto
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gatherthemselvestogetherandstaysfocusedlikeonepersonandbringdownthis

demonicwarthatisravagingourcountry.Becausetrulyspeaking,ifwomenstand

likeone,theycanbringdownmountainsandIbelieveinthishonourablehousewhere

weallare.

Iknowtherearemoversandshakersinthishouse.Iamcryingoutmyhearttoyou

peopletokindlycometotheaidofCameroonianwomen.Itisnotasifwehavenot

triedbutthereissomethingnotgoingonright.

Weneedtobeguidedanddirectedagainhowtostandlikeonewomanormanasa

talltreeandtellthispeoplethatenoughisenough.Becausewhenthereiswar,the

womenarethemostvulnerable.Ourchildrenarevulnerable.Thewarringpartiesare

ourhusbands.Theyareourchildren.So,wearethemothersandwefeelthepinch

morethananybodyelse.Butwearelost.Icannotbelievethatuptothismoment,any

peacetalksthathavebeenattemptedeventobeorganised,andyouwillnotsee

womenthere.EventheGrandNationaldialogueorganised,womenwerenotheading

anypartofit.ThatiswhyIambeginningtoseethatthiscrisismaytakeaverylong

timetoendbecauseIknowthatwhenwomenareheard,itwillendsoonerthanlater.

IthankyouallforyourverykindattentionasIambecomingveryemotional.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoEstherOmam,Cameroon):Manythanks

mydarlingsister.

FlorenceMpaayei,Kenya:Thankyouverymuch.Youhavereallytouchedourhearts

andmindswithyourarticulatepresentation.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoSalim MusaOmar,Nigeria):Youknowit

maybeeasytostartawarbutalwaysdifficulttocontrolonceitbegins.Thiswaris

rootedinidentityissues.Butonceitstartedgroupsarenowbeingmanipulatedto

fighteachother.ThenonstatearmedgroupsstartedaccusingtheFulaniherdsmen

thattheyweredisclosingtheirhideoutstothemilitaryandthatishowthetrouble

betweenthemstarted.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:ThankyouverymuchGladysforyour
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presentation.Itwasveryinformative.Therearenumberofquestionsthathavebeen.

Askedifyoucouldpleaserespondtothem.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianRuhweza,Uganda):Yes,LilianIam

doingsoalready.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:Thankyou.

1.Asachild,didyougrowupknowingthatthereweredifferencesbetweenyou

andFrenchspeakingCameroonians?

2.HaveyoueverhadCameroonianleaderwhoeverybodyfeltstoodforaUnited

Cameroon?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):

Reportsshowthatthousandsofwomenandgirlshaveexperiencedsexualviolence

andabuse.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:Whocontrolsthewritingofthehistoryof

Cameroonthatistaughtinschools?ArechildrentaughtthetruehistoryofCameroon?

EstherOmam,Cameroon(respondingtoGladysMbuya,Cameroon):Andtheyarestill

experiencingitandnowevenmorewiththeoutbreakofthecoronapandemic.

LillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda:

1.WhathasbeentheroleoftheAfricanUnioninsolvingthisconflict?

2.HastherebeenanyinterventionbyaWesternstate?HowisFranceinvolved?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):

1.Thefirstquestionispartofthereasonfortheconflict.Wewerenottaughtour

historyandyoumaywanttoknowthatitisthisconflictthathasmademany

Cameroonianstounderstandthehistory.IknewasachildthattherewasFrench

CameroonandEnglishCameroonbutnotthestorybehindit

2.DuringthereferendumsomeleaderswereforUnitedCameroonandotherswere

against.
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FlorenceMpaayei,Kenya(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):To

addtowhethertherehasbeenanyAUintervention,isanywomengroupworkingwith

FEMWISE?

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):We

havenotseenthemplayanyimportantroleapartfromsayingtheyareadvisingthe

partiestotalk.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoFlorenceMpaayei,Kenya):Nottomy

knowledge

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):

Franceispartoftheproblem.TheUKandUSAcallsonthegovernmenttoorganize

anall-inclusivedialogueisnotbeingheeded.

FlorenceMpaayei,Kenya:MaybethisissomethingwemightwanttopickupwithMa

StellaandAlicetoseewhataccompanimentFEMWISEcanoffertothewomen

consistently.

SamiaElHashmi,Sudan:FromourexperienceUNLESScivilsocietyisleadingthis

processwillnotsucceed....Believeme...

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):In

ourschoolsunfortunately,wearetaughtEuropeanhistorynotCameroonhistory.

YesterdayIaskedoneofmynieceswhoisauniversitygraduatewhethersheknows

whataplebisciteisandshesaidNO.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoSamiaElHashmi,Sudan):ThatiswhyI

weepformycountrybecausesomeoneneedstoputittheheadsofallthecivil

societyactorsthattheycanchangethisiftheykeepasidepersonalinterestsand

workasone.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoFlorenceMpaayei):Amen

Salim MusaUmar,Nigeria:Mylastquestion:Isthereanyeffortbyeitherthe
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separatistsorCSO's/NGO'sinaddressingthechallengesposedbytheperceptionof

thepastoralistsdisclosingthehideoutstoGovernment?Iambringingthisinorderto

nipthechallengesbeforetheyspiraloutofcontroltherebyaddingmoreproblemsto

theagitation.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoFlorenceMpaayei,Kenya):YesFlorence.

Buttheyarejustahandful.AmajoritydonotevencareifeveryonediesintheNW

andSW.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoLillianKobusingyeRuhweza,Uganda):A

numberofCSO aredocumentingbuttheyareconstantlyunderthreatfrom

government.Andofcourse,thegovernmentalwayssaystheyarelying.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoSamiaElHashmi,Sudan):Veryfewcivil

societyorganisationsasmanyfearvictimizationsbygovernment.Civilsocietyneeds

evencapacitybuildingabouttheirrolethewayIseeitinCameroon.Amajorityof

themarelikemindingtheirbusiness.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoSamiaElHashmi,Sudan):Marginalisation

Dr.MandiedzaParichi,Zimbabwe(respondingtoGladysMbuya,Cameroon):You

outlinedwellwhatIjustwantedtoask.

GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoTamadorA.Khalid,Sudan):Thatisoneof

therootcausesoftheconflict.TheUNdidnotgivethemthatchoiceofremaining

independent.Thequestionthatwasaskedduringthereferendum was"DOYOU

WISHTOACHIEVEINDEPENDENCEBYJOININGTHEREPUBLICOFCAMEROONOR

BYJOININGTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA”

Dr.MandiedzaParichi,Zimbabwe:IstandtobecorrectedherebyyouGladyshere.I

haveheardthatasoneofthesolutionstomanagetheartificialdivideitsmandatory

forstudentstolearnbothEnglishandFrenchandyoucan'tbeadmittedtotertiary

educationwithoutpassingbothlanguagesinordertomanagetheAnglophoneand

Francophoneidentitieshasitbeensuccessfulinanyway.
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GladysMbuya,Cameroon(respondingtoOzara):YouarerightOzaraFrenchand

Englishwhichareofficiallanguagesarecompulsorybuttobeadmittedyoumustnot

passboth.Itdependsonwhatyouwanttostudy.Youmusthavepassedeitherof

them.

RamatuAbarshi,Nigeria(respondingtoGladysMbuya,Cameroon):Yourinsightis

highlyappreciatedourdearsister.InthistryingperiodthepeopleofCameroonare

facing,thewomenmorethaneverneedtobestrongemotionallyandphysically

channellingtheirenergytowardstogethernessandcoexistenceofthisgreatbilingual

nation.Theycanachievethisbycreatingsupportsgroupsthataimsatstandingup

forjusticeandlettingtheirvoicesbeheard.Thisgroupscanbeformedinter-

ethnicallyorscholarly,womensupportingwomen,tobringanendtotheconflictand

givepeaceachance.

PatriciaNyaundi:Didthenationaldialogueeverhappen?Howeffectivehavethe

churchbeenasinterlocutors?

SalimMusaUmar,Nigeria(respondingtoRamatuAbarshi),Nigeria:Exactly,thereis

muchtobeachievedbycomingtogethertoforgeacommongoal.Thankyouvery

muchforthisperspective.

PatriciaNyaundi:IsawSamwelEtoo(footballer)theotherdayandwonderwhether

Cameroonianluminarieshaveengagedonthisissue?Dotheyhavetheabilityto

mobilisepositivelyonthisissue?

Shama:Hiall.Thesessionwillbewrappingupinthenext10orsominutes.However,

thatdoesn’tmeanwecannotcontinuewiththisconversationafter.

JaneAnyango,Kenya:Ohh

RamatuAbarshi,Nigeria:Everylifetrulymatters;thepeopleofCameroonshoulduse

theirbilingualadvantageasstrengthandnotareasontocausebloodshed.Alifeis

doesnotknowAnglophoneorFrancophone,theGovernmentmustengineerapolicy

thatimplementsthefairuseofthetwolanguagesinofficialsettings.AndIhopethis
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happensassoonassoonaspossibletoendtheconflict.

HalimaShurie,Kenya:Iam reallygratefulforthissession.Iknewnothingabout

Cameroonbeforethisday.ThankyouverymuchmysisterBarristerGladysIcan't

thankyouenough.

Alice,Shamaandteamthankyou

Shama,Kenya:DearBarristerGladys,thankyouforyourtimeandvaluableinsights.

Wehavealllearntalotfromthediscussiontoday.

BarristerLillian,Ithinkyouformoderatingtoday’ssession.Thanks,Alice,forbringing

ustogetherintheplanninggroupandguidingusbehindthescenes.Althoughthis

sessionhasofficiallyended,pleaselet’skeepthisimportantdiscussiongoing!

RamatuAbarshi,Nigeria:Onemoreimportantaspecttheymustalsoconsiderishow

theycancompensatethewomenandchildrenwhoseliveshavebeenaffectedby

thiscrisis.Love,PeaceandUnityshallreigninCameroonandAfricaatlarge.We

mustbepatientwhilethishappens.Godbless.

Shama:Asalways,pleaseourguidelines;

CommunityVoicesforPeaceandPluralism(CVPP)-Africa

CommunityVoicesforPeaceandPluralism–Africaisanon-profitnetworkofpeace

wakersthatoffersexpertiseinpreventing,transformingandsolvingviolentconflict

throughaPeaceandPluralism approach,contributingtotheWomen,Peaceand

Securityagenda.

Wesetupthisgrouptobringtogetherwomenleadersworkingacrossvarious

thematicsocialjusticeareasparticularlypeacebuildingandwomen’smeaningful

participationindecisionmakingroles.

Wehaveenablingguidelines,fortheusersofourWhatsAppgroupandwebsite,not

rules;
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1. TheCVPPgroupwasformedasaninclusivespaceforwomensafeguarding

diversespacesfordialoguebyallgenerations,transformingandresolvingviolent

conflicts,contributingtohumandignityandsocialjustice. Ensureyourpostis

relevantandpurposeful.

2. AvoidforwardsunlesstheyarerelevanttotheWomen,PeaceandSecurity

agenda.Avoidcrosspostingbygoingthroughwhathasbeensharedtoconfirmyou

arenotrepostingandcross-posting.Linksareencouraged.Spammingwillpilechats,

meaningmostwillthennotfollowthediscussions.

3. Analyzeandgiveyourvieworperspectiveonasubjectwithrespect.

4. Weareguidedbyvaluesandprinciplesaswellasourstandingasleadersin

societyandsexist,ethicist,racist,homophobic,politicalpartyspecificandother

demeaningcommentsorattacksarenotallowed.Avoidnarrow groupviews.

StereotypesshallnotbeentertainedonCVPP.Betolerantandrespectful.

5. CVPPisnotaplaceforrumours,innuendo,propaganda,mythsorconspiracy

theories.Membersareaskedtoshareorpresentwhattheyknowtobethetruth,

facts,evidenceordata/informationonasubjectbeingdiscussed.

6. Beforepostingorreplying,alwaysaskyourselfthis:Isittrue?Isitkind?Isit

relevant?Isitnecessary?Isthisagoodtimetopost?Isthisgoingtoencourage

discussionsordegenerateintoanimosity?Freedomofexpressiondoesnotrelieve

youofyourobligationtocourtesy,decencyanddecorum.

7. Contributeregularlyandshareinformationonwhatyouaredoingtopromote

ourstatedcommonobjectives.Considerthisaconversation.Itisnotokayforyouto

justreadotherpeople’sinputwithoutcontributing,askingforinformation,or

suggestingimprovements.

8. Donotpersonalizeyourchats.Alwayssticktotheissuebeingdiscussedor

ventilatedonwithoutattackingordiscussingthepersonwhooriginatedorhas

commentedonthesubject.



22

9. Announcementofeventsyourorganizationorothersaredoingisencouraged.

However,youcannotinitiatecausesoractivitiesonCCVPwithoutapprovalfromthe

forumadminbeforecirculation.

10.Wemayattimes,afterdiscussionhereontheforum,supportacauseweseeas

keytoencouragingmembersonCVPPorcommunitiesthatCVPPMemberssupport

orarepartof.Ifsuchcausesareacceptable,theadminsshallsetupaseparate

grouptoadvancesuchanactivityorcause.

11.Anyinformationthatisproducedhereinafacilitatedmanner,suchasthe

SeminarSeriesisCopyrighttoCVPP.

Toprotectthisasasafespace,nooneisallowedtouploadoruseanyconversation

herewithoutobtaining permission.TheSeminarSerieson theCVPP website

https://peaceandpluralism.org/carriesthefollowinginformation“CommunityVoices

forPeaceandPluralismassertstherighttobeidentifiedastheauthorofthiswork.

Allrightsreserved.Withoutlimitingtherightsundercopyrightabove,nopartofthis

publicationmaybereproduced,storedinorintroducedintoaretrievalsystem,or

transmitted,inanyform orbyanymeans(electronic,mechanical,photocopying,

recordingorotherwise)withoutthepriorwrittenpermissionofthecopyrightowner

andthewrittenpermissionofthepresenter.ThisSeminarSeriesisavailablethrough

the Community Voices for Peace and Pluralism website,

https://peaceandpluralism.org/.

12. CVPPexistsbecausemembersmakewhatwedopossiblethroughtheir

voluntarywork.Wewishtothankyoumostsincerelyforbeingmembersofthis

CVPPfamily.
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interestlawyerand,inthatcapacity,hadfiledacasebeforetheSupremeCourtof
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withinternationalconventionsratified.Sheisthenationalpresidentofthe

InternationalFederationofWomenLawyers(FIDACameroon),aFIDAInternational

DirectorandVicesecretaryoftheCameroonBarAssociation.

SheholdsaMasterofLawsdegreewithspecialtyinInternationalHumanRights

fromGeorgetownUniversityLawCenterintheU.S.A.Sheisfounderandheadof

LibraLawOfficeinTikoSubdivisioninCameroonsinceJune2006.Shehastrained

manylawyersinherlawoffice.Shehasdraftedconstitutionsforseveralwomen’s

humanrightsgroupsandlawyersAssociation.Shehasrepresentedhundredsof

destitutewomen(probono)beforethelaw courtsinCameroon.SheisVice

PresidentandresourcepersonoftheradioBueatalkandcallinshowonwomen’s

humanrightscalled“VoicesforWomen,”whichhasbeenonairforover19years.

Sheisapassionatedefenderofhumanrights,shedefendsespeciallytherightto

freedomofexpression,opinion,assembly,associationandpeacefulprotest.
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Association,acommissionwiththemissiontorenderlegalassistancetominors

andothervulnerablepersonsfacingjustice.Inhercapacityaspresidentofthe

socialaffairscommissionshehasorganizedcapacitybuildingworkshopsfor

lawyersaimedatenhancingtheirabilitytoimplementinternationalandnational

legalinstrumentsontherightsofthechild.

SheistheQueenmotherofhervillage.Sheinheritedthethronefromhermotherof

blessedmemorywhowastheimmediatepastqueenmother.Asqueenmothershe

istheheadofthewomen’straditionalcouncilofthevillage“TEKUMBENG”while

theFonistheheadofthemaletraditionalcouncil“NGUMBA”asafeministshe

nowusesherpositiontoinfluencepositivechangeanderadicationofrepugnant

customs.

Shehasactedasaresourcepersoninnumeroushumanrightstrainingprograms.

ShehascoordinatedandorganizedaseriesofInter-CommunityDialoguesin

CameroonasameansofcontributingtothereturnofpeaceinCameroon.Sheis
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commendationsforherworkinpromotinganddefendingwomen’shumanrights

andthehumanrightsofall.
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rights,fromREDHACfordefendinghumanrightsandfromtheHighCommission
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